The Russian Alphabet
(with English, Polish, and German Equivalents)

e Has no sound, indicates that the previous consonant is

Printed | Handwritten| pogjigh | Polish | German | | printed |Handwritien| pnglish | Polish | German
A a|lof | = a a Y y|¥Y ap| v | ws u
B 6|5 J| b b b |[D & ? /% f f £
B B 58 & v W w,v X X xgcv,% kh ch ch
P 1|7 2| emw | emw | ew ||I[ 1 24 /19 ts c 2tz
+ Used for b in non Russian word, pronownced sa vinthe | [ g [ ¢, | on - o
H A @ ,9’ & d d d I m Ul 1| b 8z sch
E el ,:_o/ yee | iejee | jee H_[ 111 Z[é AL | sheh | szez | schtsch
* Pronounced as e (Pol./Ger. as Jo) initally, afier vowele, | [F ™ p Tz ™ 71 7| o [

¢ German eu is usually written in Russian as el .
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e Has no sound, indicates that the previous consonant is

“goft”’; represented in English as ’.

}K X % 71 zh z,rz zh,sh “hard”; represented in English as ”. Prior to the 1918 spelling
reforms b was used at the end of all words ending in a con-
¢ Polish rz is often written in old Russian as PX . sonant unless the consonant was “soft”.
3 3|334| = | = | = |[|[Hu|{B | v | v | ¥
v
. . . no
H H Zé L 1 1 1 B b % A i equivalent ’

B 5

o This letter was eliminated in the 1918 spelling reforms.

LIb 7
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ie,je
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9 3 e e e
0 w0l 0| v | juis | iu
1 = ‘% S ya ja ja
0 6|8 o | tm fth | fth

o Used in words of Greek origin, equivalent to the Greek theta
(th) but pronounced and represented in English as f.

o This letter was eliminated in the 1918 spelling reforms.

 This letter was eliminated in the 1918 spelling reforms.
A2 el v | 3| 0
K x| A k| © | ¥ | «
I nled | V | 1
MM M| » | » | =
H u|2€ « n n n
0 0|0 o o 0 o
I ﬂ/ 22, | P P P
P pl&Z# Lot r r
C ¢c|C ’o 8 s 8
T 7 37[/”%}«7 t t t

V v

e Used in words of Greek origin, equivalent to the Greek
upsilon (u,y)replacedby ¥ after 1918 spelling reforms; represen-

7,

ted in English as y.

o This letter was eliminated in the 1918 spelling reforms.

y

y

y

Research

Outine

Series C. No. 304

Copyright 1983 The Genealogical Library of
The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter~day Saints




CHAPTER 11
THE RUSSIAN ALPHABET — Sounds and Symbols

The Russian language employs Cyrillic script, as do certain other
Slavic languages: Bulgarian, Byelorussian, Ukrainian, Serbian and Macedo-
nian. Cyrillic script was largely modeled on Greek but includes symbols de-
rived from other sources as well as symbols devised for characteristically
Slavic sounds absent in Greek. There are thirty-three characters in the
modern Russian alphabet. This number was reduced from thirty-seven as a re-
sult of orthographic reforms introduced since 1917.

ByKBbI ByKBbI Approximate Aproximate
neyaTHbIe PYKOMNHCHBIE Polish English
Printed Written Equivalent Equivalent
A a 4 a a a
b 6 5 d b b
B B B & w v
I'r T g g
O n D g d d d
EeEE€ € e & é je, jo ye, yo
KoK e Z zh
33 3 2 3 z z
HUu U u 1 1
207 U a ] y
Kk K Kk k k
II'n A a 1 1
MM M ou m m
HH HH n n
-4 -




5% 92131 Byksbi Approximate Approximate
NeyaTHbIE PYKOMHCHbIE Polish English
Printed Written Equivalent Equivalent
Oo 0 o o 0
ITn g n P p
Pp P n T r
Cc € c s s
TT g m t t
Yy Yy u u
D b P @ f f
X x X « ch -
I Uy c ts
Hy U cz ch
I w W w sz sh
UT U w SZcz shch
b (3 — hard sign
bl bl y —_
b b — soft sign
IC I 3 3 e ‘e” as in met
B 1o 0 w ju as in you
Aa A 4 ja ya




